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Early Learning Advisory Council (ELAC) Meeting 
 February 7, 2023  

Regional Coalition & Washington Communities for 
Children (WCFC) Updates 

 

Regional Coalition Update 
Inland Northwest Early Learning Alliance, Northeast 
For more information, please contact:  Colleen Condon, colleen@lilaccityelc.com 
No updates to share at this time. 
 

Investing in Children Coalition: Central 
For more information, please contact:  Lindsay Bowsell, lindsayb@yakimavalleycf.org or Marina 
Medrano, marinam@yakimavalleycf.org 
 
An online referral link is now available for health care providers in Washington to refer families/ 
parents to Help Me Grow. Help Me Grow Central WA is currently working on adding this referral link 
to our Coalition’s website so that Central WA health providers may have an easier time finding it and 
using it.  
 
On February 1st, five of our Coalition members will be traveling to Olympia to meet with district 
representatives for WCFC’s Advocacy Week 2023. They are scheduled to meet with seven 
representatives from the 13th, 14th, and 15th district.  
 

King County 
For more information, please contact:  Laurie Bohm, bohm@childcare.org 
 
The KCELC is currently building our KCELC Action Networks, which are work groups for members to 
connect and collaborate around specific topics within early childhood education. We are seeking 
applicants for Lead positions to help coordinate the Family Voice Action Network, the Health 
Provider Action Network, and the Resource Navigation Action Network.  All Leads will receive a 
stipend for their work.  For more information, please contact our Coalition Coordinator, Alexis at 
kcelc@childcare.org.  
 
The KCELC will be actively involved in Washington Communities for Children (WCFC) Advocacy 
Week.  We will help to build awareness about WCFC and advocate for ongoing funding to support 
the WCFC network. 
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Regional Coalition Update 
North Central 
For more information please contact:  Nancy Spurgeon, nspurgeon49@gmail.com  

1. In September, the NCELC decide to try having meetings at noon and in the evening to expand 
membership participation. This was extremely successful. The two meeting times provided an 
opportunity for a diverse group of participants. The conversations and work was robust. We 
were able to pinpoint strategic direction through these well attended meetings. The group 
landed on three "pillars of work: 1) Connection and Collaboration across all early learning 
platforms 2) Building public awareness- events & opportunities 3) Legislative action and 
advocacy. 

2. In November, the NCELC completed their 2023 Action Plan after months of membership 
input and collaborative thinking. The Action Plan is aligned with the Washington State Early 
Learning Plan and is currently utilized to procure grant funds. 

3. The regional leads completed a successful budgeting process in November with input from 
our leadership team and NCELC membership. 

4. We have begun discussions about how to disseminate VROOMM materials.  Our NCRL system 
has expressed interest and would like to be actively involved in this project.  

5. NCELC completed a grant application to North Central Communities for Health to hire a 
coalition Coordinator. We used the KUMU Map to depict the reach of the coalition regionally 
and across the state. 

6. The Okanogan County Early Learning group met and reviewed the Washington State Early 
Learning Coordination plan. We discussed how this plan ties into concerns and or strategies 
we feel are necessary locally. 

7. In December, the Okanogan County early learning group had the opportunity to explore Help 
Me Grow and answer questions regarding their experience with the platform. 

8. The Okanogan County Early Learning Group had speakers presenting on perinatal mental 
health and how to support families in November. Perinatal Mental Health programs are 
expanding with involvement of parents as facilitators. 

9. Grant County coalition lead, Matt Paluch invited Senator Warnick and Representative Tom 
Dent to visit a transitional kindergarten site in Moses Lake in December.  Matt was also 
instrumental in asking and securing Rep. Tom Dent for the WCFC Champion.  

10. Our Leadership team is assisting our data lead in providing feedback and stories for the 
WaSTEM State of the Children report. 
  

Northwest 
For more information please contact:  Linden Obel, linden@nwelcoalition.org 
 
As a regional network of early childhood partners and local early learning coalitions, Northwest Early 
Learning Coalition continues to collaborate to ensure high-quality early learning experiences for all 
children. Our current focus areas have been 1) advocating for more equitable policies in the early 
learning field and 2) prioritizing resource navigation and access activities that improve how families 
with young children access the culturally responsive and high-quality resources they want and need 
to support their children’s development and wellbeing. 
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Regional Coalition Update 
Highlights and Successes 

 Vroom Project Planning: We have begun planning for Vroom outreach and promotion across 
our region, working to build off the partnerships and efforts of our local county coalitions and 
partners. We hope to prototype new engagement strategies to better connect with families, 
specifically those that are not currently accessing services and/or are hard-to-reach.  

 WCFC Advocacy Week 2023: We have been preparing for Washington Communities for 
Children’s Advocacy Week where we will meet with our region’s legislators to build 
awareness of the statewide WCFC network, impact of the regional and local coalitions, and 
advocate for continued funding to support the local and regional coalition infrastructure. 

 Community Asset Mapping: San Juan County Early Learning Coalition and Partners for Young 
Children in Island County continue a joint community asset mapping initiative to strengthen 
resource navigation and access for families and to support the build-out of coordinated 
access points as part of the Help Me Grow system in our region and the state.  

 Wage Equity: Snohomish County is embarking on a wage equity campaign to strengthen 
sustainable wages for early learning providers and professionals. 

 Support for Family Resource Center in Skagit County: With exciting new funding streams, 
the Children’s Council of Skagit County and partners will be able to bolster existing supports 
and services offered through the Help Me Grow Skagit Family Resource Center.  

 County Lead Transitions: Some of our local coalitions are in the midst of leadership 
transitions, providing unique challenges and opportunities to grow and strengthen the 
regional coalition and local coalitions. 

 Children’s Levy: The Children’s Levy in Whatcom County passed by 20 votes. Huge 
congratulations to the Whatcom Early Learning Alliance and all the Whatcom partners 
involved in this significant achievement.  
 

Peninsula Early Learning Coalition 
For more information, please contact:  Marlaina Simmons, marlaina.pecc@gmail.com and Elisia 
Anderson, elisiaf_fstep@olypen.com 
 
On December 5th, PECC partnered with Kitsap Strong to host a Community Leaders Luncheon in 
Bremerton, WA. There were about 80 attendees from various sectors of the community including 
elected officials, business leaders, education, early learning, health, and government. The focus of 
the conversation was around early learning and care in Kitsap County and the barriers families are 
facing in accessing care as well as the various reasons behind staffing shortages in centers (and in-
turn reduced slots). We presented the case statement of the importance of early learning, data on 
our region, a panel discussion and table conversations on steps our community can take to address 
these issues. 
 
Our coalition hopes to host an additional conversation after the legislative session in the Clallam or 
Jefferson area. 
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Regional Coalition Update 
Pierce County Early Childhood Network 
For more information please contact: McKinley McPheeters, mckinleym@first5fundamentals.org 
 
-We are excited to have our first in-person Action Team meeting! On February 17th, we will be 
hosting our Family Voice Action Team at Amara in Midland. The meeting will be held in Spanish! 
 
-Our team will also soon begin working on a new project called Math to Self. The outcomes of this 
project are to provide learning materials and information to parents and caregivers to support their 
child's social emotional skills through math concepts.  
 
-All our other Action Teams continue to have monthly meetings and we have been having 
meaningful advocacy efforts this legislative session! 
 

Southeast 
For more information, please contact:  Matt Bona, mbona@esd123.org 
 
Benton Franklin Early Learning Alliance:  
 
While there was no formal July meeting for BFELA, time was spent at the leadership level prepping 
for the August back to school meeting and designing a tactic for rebooting the coalition.   
 
During the August meeting BEFLA began evaluating where we are as a coalition.  The team dug into 
the following questions:  1:  Why do we attend the Benton Franklin Early Learning Alliance.  2:  What 
do we take away?  3.  What should be included on the agenda?  4.  Who is missing from this group? 
 5.  What do we want the format of these meetings to be moving forward.  6.  What are our next 
steps.   
 
During the winter months BEFLA will be planning a Spring convening to begin the restructure.   
 
Walla Walla Early Learning Coalition: 
 
Held a Using the Strengthening Families Protective Factors Framework to Plan ELC Projects workshop 
for providers in Walla Walla on Wednesday January 11th. 
 
Asotin-Clarkston Early Learning Alliance: 
 
This last fall Asotin-Clarkston ELC collected over 1200 books for children 0-5 in their community and 
dispersed the books to families in need. 
 
Also, Asotin-Clarkston partnered and started the Dolly Parton Imagination Library with United Way/ 
Asotin County Library. 
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Regional Coalition Update 
Southwest Washington Early Learning (SWEL) 
For more information please contact:  Debbie Ham, Debbie.ham@selfwa.org 
No updates to share at this time. 
 

Visions for Early Learning, West Central 
For more information, please contact:  Sheila Kavanaugh, kav.consulting231@gmail.com 
 
Visions for Early Learning (VEL) is excited to partner with member organizations to disseminate 
Vroom materials in rural and underserved communities within our region. My rural Timberland 
Regional Library locations and food banks are also enthusiastic about sharing Vroom with families. 
The region is also targeting childcare early achiever’s coaches to share Vroom with providers and in 
turn with families. 
 
As mentioned in last months update, VEL crafted regional legislative one-pagers that aligns with 
Washington Communities for Children’s (WCFC) legislative one-page document. VEL also collected 
stories, data, and photos for the State of the Children report (Pacific Mountain) region’s 
customizable format. VEL highlighted work being done by South Sound Parent to Parent (SSP2P) as 
an innovative solution in regards to the lack of quality preschool options for families in our 
communities. The document also includes data illustrating the decline in childcare availability in the 
region. 
 
VEL continues to work with regional and local stakeholders to further the efforts for resource 
navigation and coordinated access. VEL is very thrilled to participate as a second-year cohort in the 
ECCS DOH Open Referral grant. VEL will support the development of recommendations for sustaining 
and scaling the process for identifying and exchanging resources between a local community and 
regional/statewide directory. VEL also had several representatives participate and share feedback in 
the Help Me Grow WA strategic planning process listening sessions. 
 

 
 

WCFC Updates – For more information please contact:  info@washingtoncfc.org 

 
WCFC State Updates 
For more information please contact: Rachel Hall, WCFC State Lead, 
rachelh@first5fundamentals.org 
 
WCFC Network Infrastructure Updates 
The WCFC network warmly welcomed some new individuals to the statewide leadership. The Pierce 
County Early Childhood Network (PCECN) experienced a transition in their Leadership. The Region is 
now led by Anastasia Greenmore. 
 
Legislative Session 2023 
WCFC Network partners are hard at work preparing for the 2023 legislative session. WCFC will be 
making a $3.6M budget request of the legislature to sustain the WCFC infrastructure across 
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Washington state. The WCFC Advocacy Week is scheduled for January 30 – February 3.  
 
WA State Anchor Partner – Vroom 
WCFC was awarded a 3-year grant by the Bezos Family Foundation to become the Washington State 
Anchor Partner for Vroom. WCFC will utilize our existing infrastructure to promote Vroom to health 
providers and families in hard-to-reach communities. More information including outreach strategies 
and target communities available in the coming months. 
 
WCFC Learning Networks – Join us! 
There are six statewide Washington Communities for Children Learning Networks. The purpose of 
these teams is to foster learning and connections across the state, with particular focus 
in each of the component areas below. Participation is open to anyone, including state and local 
partners who are interested in shared learning and activities. For meeting schedules, and to get in 
touch with Learning Network leads, please visit our website at washingtoncfc.org/learning-networks. 
 

 Data 

 Equity 

 Family Voice 

 Health Provider Voice 

 Policy & Advocacy 

 Resource Navigation & Access 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


